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Utérus sans frontières. Transnational struggle for non- reproductive rights.!

Friday 16th of December, h.15.00 !
“Associazione Orlando” seminar!!

We live in a reactionary age, way more conservative than before, characterized by a 
pervasive pro-life and reproduction at-all-cost rhetoric that makes the uterus a place to 
employ a dispositif to control and subjugate women.!
This intention is represented in the law proposals that tried to threaten the precarious 
abortion rights in Poland and Spain, and in the fact that in Ireland and Malta abortion is still 
illegal. Also Italy severely hampers non reproductive choices: national average of 
conscientious objection is 70%, women who decide to have an abortion outside the public 
health system incur in fines up to 10.000 euros and there is a lack of attention about illegal 
voluntary termination of pregnancy. In this scenario the italian government launched this 
year the "national fertility plan", making explicit the injunction at the solely heterosexual 
and within the confines of traditional family reproduction.!
The European Parliament did not divert this trend. Rejecting in 2013 the Estrela report that 
proposed to abolish the conscientious objection of doctors for the voluntary termination of 
pregnancy and to legalize abortion where is still illegal, it took the side of the Ppe pro-life 
report aimed to give the member States the power to regulate health and sexual 
education, in schools and hospitals. !
Literally, Polish and Irish women have to cross national borders in order to have an 
abortion. Italian, Spanish and Austrian women move from region to region looking for non-
objector doctors. Many women are engaging in form of self-organization and experience 
self-managed health procedures in order to practice they own freedom of choice. !!
The opposition to this erosion of the right to choose has been and still is made by feminist 
groups and collectives through strong, cheerful, colorful, creative, radical and fundamental 
struggles. Poland, Ireland, Spain and Argentina have raised high and loud voices to 
protect freedom of choice for women. Battles fought in the last years show how is not 
possible to question health and self-determination rights without taking in consideration 
desires of real bodies, in flesh and blood.!
From synecdoche for the feminist movement, that chose the slogan "My uteurs, My 
choice" to claim a wider right for women to freely dispose of their own body, to symbol 
showed in Polish protest in 2016 for the abortion right: the uterus, today, just like 
yesterday, represent an embodied area for experimentation and self- determination, able 
to escape any capture and overcome any border.!



We want to talk about all of this with feminist and LGBTQ activists from different countries 
who animated the struggle of these past years. We want to hear their stories and 
understand their context. Above all we want to launch a transnational forum for discussion, 
try to interbreed in common paths different local experiences based on shared purpose: 
full self- determination, freedom of choice and health rights for every subjectivity.!!
Whit:!
Agata Ambroziak.  Queer and feminist activist engaged in different politic projects (KŁAK 
collective; W naszej sprawie (On our behalf), Trans-fuzja Foundation (Transgender rights 
foundation) e editor/journalist for the independent feminist journal "Codziennik 
Feministyczny" (http://codziennikfeministyczny.pl/).   
 
Michalina Pągowska. Feminist activist for over seven years in the Porozumienie Kobiet 8 
Marca (8th March Women’s Coalition). Journalist for the independent feminist journal 
"Codziennik Feministyczny" (http://codziennikfeministyczny.pl/).    She took part in the 
struggle for reproductive rights in Poland and she co-organized the April protest “Odzyskać 
wybór” (Regain the choice). 
 
Adrianna S. Her activism has started with the famous Poznań square and today she is 
active in LGBT movement. She is a member of the women association “Konsola” and part 
of the anarco-queer collective KŁAK. She took part in the struggle for legal abortion in 
Poland.!
Rita Harrold. Activist in ROSA (Reproductive rights against oppression, sexism and 
Austerity) in Dublin. She organized the “abortion pill” train in 2014, the bus in 2015 and the 
drone in 2016. ROSA has used abortion pills during protests to demonstrate that the ban 
of abortion is not enforceable since women not only can move to England to do it, but they 
can also use the pill to terminate the pregnancy. ROSA is a group of activists composed by 
young women against the Eight Amendment.    !
Leticia Mariano Zenevich. Lawyer specialized in human rights and sexual and 
reproductive rights, works with Women on Waves e Women on Web. These organizations 
try to guarantee to women all over the Countries, with alternative methods, a direct access 
to safe abortion thanks to the telemedicine, internet, drones, app and ships. Projects are 
available at www.womenonweb.org and www.womenonwaves.org.!
!

H. 20.30: Oh the Lady Stones concert!!
OTLS describe themselves as a rarefied and difficult research for a synthesis of acoustic 
and electronic sounds. They narrate stories from lands and sensation forgotten, or still to 
come. Music and words are contemporary exorcism against hate, dystopia, and 
arrogance. In March 2016 they released their first album “The Maze”, enriched with 
graphic from The Park a DIY serigraphic lab in Bologna. The OTLS are: Petra Dotti (voice 
and song writer) Alberto Poloni (voice) Irene Elena (guitar). !
Feminist activists from other countries will participate via Skype.!! !!!!!



!
Saturday  17th December, h.15.00!
Assembly “Favolosa Coalizione”!

After November 26th and toward the strike of women, March the 8th!

!
The recent mobilization for bodies self-determination of and non-reproductive choices 
organized by women in Poland, Ireland, Argentina and Italy repurposed  women strike as 
struggle tool. !
In the perspective of preparing the global women strike floated by Argentinian for the 
coming 8th March, and already embraced by Italian movement, we want to share well-tried 
strike practices and create brand new practices, following the invitation of the Non Una di 
Meno Assembly to “practice the strike of genders and from genders, reinventing the strike 
as proper and peculiar feminist practice starting from specific forms of violence, 
discrimination and exploitation that we live every day in work places and in social 
reproduction context”.!!
Women strike means strike from the traditional productive work and from the reproductive 
work. Domestic, sexual and care work performed by women within the house walls has 
been narrated as an expression of the feminine nature, something that the women were 
born for.  For this reason it was always taken for granted and never recognized as legit 
form of work. Today the feminization of work spreads the precariousness net. The feminist 
reflection about the putting into work of female bodies and attitudes in the reproductive job 
is essential to comprehend the ways in which diversity management practices put into 
work also other subjectivities and genders. !
So we ask: How to build transnational politic paths that could link the women struggles to 
the LGBTQ ones after November 26th and toward the strike of women, of gender and from 
gender, March the 8th? !
Feminist activists from other countries will participate via Skype.!!


